
BEST Business and Economics Summer Term

May 26 – June 26, 2009
in Duisburg, Germanyu sbu g, Ge a y
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General Information Duisburg on the Rhine

Duisburg is situated in North Rhine-Westphalia
at the confluence of the rivers Rhine and Ruhr
Duisburg has the largest inland port in the world
Duisburg is one of the oldest university towns inDuisburg is one of the oldest university towns in 
Germany (Duisburg´s first university was officially 
opened in 1655)
Duisburg is home to more than 500,000 inhabitants
Within a radius of 500 kilometers (approx. 310 miles) 
you can reach a population of 140 million (almost 
one third of the total population of Europe)
Duisburg hosted several international sporting 
events e. g. the Military World Championship, the 
World Games
Duisburg hosted the winning team (Italy) of
the FIFA Soccer World Cup 2006
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General Information Duisburg Campus

On January 1st, 2003, Duisburg University was 
merged with the nearby University of Essen
M th 35 000 t d t ll d t thMore than 35,000 students are enrolled at the
new Duisburg-Essen University
Almost 15,000 students are studying at 5 facul-
ties on Duisburg Campus (Social Science, g p ( ,
Business Administration, Mathematics, Natural 
Sciences, and Engineering)
250 professors and 440 other full-time aca-
demic staff are engaged in research anddemic staff are engaged in research and
teaching
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General Information Mercator School of Management

On October 14th, 2005, the Duisburg Faculty 
of Business Administration has been changed 
in a business school named „Mercator School 
of Management“ (MSM)of Management  (MSM)
More than 3,500 students are enrolled at MSM
MSM offers

BA studiesBA studies
MBA studies

Master of Science in Accounting and Finance
Master of Science in Technology and Operations 
MManagement
Master of Science in Management and Marketing
Master of Science in Business Administration

Graduate studies in business and economics leading g
to the German doctoral degree (Dr. rer. oec.)
Professional qualification (Habilitation)
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Academic Information General Information

BEST is conducted in English
BEST combines European managementBEST combines European management 
and economic studies with practical 
experience in German business and daily 
life
BEST consists of three parts:

BEST Orientation
BEST Courses
BEST I t hiBEST Internships
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Academic Information BEST Orientation

Students will be introduced to the current 
political situation and economic 
performance of the European Union
Students will learn about the historical, 
cultural, and business highlights of 
D i b d th iDuisburg and the region
Students will be exposed to the 
organization of Duisburg-Essen University 
and the facilities of Duisburg Campusand the facilities of Duisburg Campus 
(DUC)
Students will get their first training in 
German languageGerman language
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Academic Information BEST Orientation

Company visits e.g. to ALDI, Koenig 
Brewery, ThyssenKrupp Steel Works, 
Duesseldorf branch of the GermanDuesseldorf branch of the German 
Federal Bank
Field trips within the industrial and 
cultural vicinitycultural vicinity
Sightseeing trips e.g. to Duisport 
facilities, the old town of Duesseldorf, 

i di l tl i S lia genuine medieval castle in Solingen, 
the birthplace of Friedrich Engels in 
Wuppertal, the century-old suspension 
rail a in W ppertal the orldrailway in Wuppertal, the world 
heritage “Zeche Zollverein”
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A d i I f tiAcademic Information BEST Courses and Credits

Concentration on core subjects of business 
techniques and economics with specialtechniques and economics, with special 
emphasis on the European Single Market and 
policy making in Europe
Courses provide a valuable supplement to a 
BBA or MBA degree
Courses provide an excellent preparation for 
students planning a career in international 
companies and organizationscompanies and organizations
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Academic Information BEST Courses and Credits

The core program provides three courses each, 
in the fields of

International Business Administration
Corporate Governance and Accounting: ACorporate Governance and Accounting: A 
European Perspective
SAP Business AnalyticsTM

Banking and Corporate Finance in Europe
International Managerial EconomicsInternational Managerial Economics

Institutions in the Making of Europe
European Economic Integration
European Currency Union and Financial Markets

German Language
Reading and Writing
Comprehension
Conversation
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Academic Information BEST C d C ditAcademic Information BEST Courses and Credits

Each course consists of 12 lecture hours per 
term (3 hours per week)term (3 hours per week)
Credits will be awarded, if the courses are 
successfully completed
Non-EU students may earn 3 credits fory
each completed set of BEST courses
BEST courses are suitable for upper division 
undergraduates and graduate students
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Academic Information Teaching and Examinations

Courses are specifically organized and customized 
for our international guest students 
According to the German university tradition, 
l t d di i i lt t i hlectures and discussion sessions alternate in each 
course
Classes are held in the morning and in the 
afternoon
Students should be prepared to commit additional 
hours each day to individual studies
Students may receive grades and credits, if they 
successfully take the final examinations offeredy
for each BEST course at the end of the course 
program
Students will receive a transcript of grades
A participation certificate may be given for at leastA participation certificate may be given for at least 
75 % attendance
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Academic Information Excursion to Berlin

BEST offers an excursion to Berlin on the 
weekend of May 30 – June 02, 2009
BEST offers several guided tours to the 
political, commercial and cultural 
highlights of Berlin and Potsdam e.g. 
Reichstag, Brandenburg Gate, 
Checkpoint Charlie, Holocaust Memorial, 
Sanssouci Palace, Cecilienhof Palace
Covered by the flat rate of Euro 350 is

the train ride on an ICE rapid train between 
Duisburg and Berlin,
the accommodation in a hotel in Berlin,
entrance fees and
the ground transportation in Berlin.
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Academic Information Internshipsp

Internships can be arranged on request
Advanced proficiency in German languageAdvanced proficiency in German language
is required
Internships are organized for a four to five 
months period, following directly the course 
program
Students may be placed as interns in manu-
facturing, trading, transportation, consulting
firms located in Duisburg and vicinity etcfirms located in Duisburg and vicinity etc.

Placements are made according to previous
work experience, field of study and personal 
interestsinterests
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Administrative Information Housing & Health Insurance

Housing
Accommodation will be arranged by BEST in aAccommodation will be arranged by BEST in a 
private dorm (Sportschule Wedau)
Students will be placed in double rooms
Accommodation incl. breakfast comes to Euro 
820 p.p. for the duration of BEST orientation820 p.p. for the duration of BEST orientation 
and courses
Rooms are available from May 25 (arrival) to 
June 27 (departure)

Health InsuranceHealth Insurance
Students require an adequate health insurance, 
since foreign coverage is often not equivalent 
to German standards and needs
BEST students must sign a German healthBEST students must sign a German health 
insurance
A health insurance is available through BEST
The health insurance costs 90 Euro for the 
duration of BEST orientation and coursesduration of BEST orientation and courses

Internet Access
WI-FI on campus free of charge
Sportschule Wedau: LAN Euro 2.50 per day;

www.msm.uni-due.de/BEST
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Administrative Information Admission Requirements

U.S. applicants should have reached upper 
division standing in undergraduate business or 
economics studies (senior)
Applicant´s academic record must be officiallyApplicant s academic record must be officially 
certified by transcripts, diplomas etc.
One letter of recommendation
Good working knowledge of Englishg g g
Non-native English speakers are required to 
take the TOEFL test (minimum required score: 
550 [pb], 213 [cb], 79 [IBT])
A li ti d dli i M h 16 2009Application deadline is March 16, 2009
Application forms can be downloaded at:
www.msm.uni-due.de/BEST
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